Medical treatment of ventricular tachycardia: considerations in the selection of patients for surgical treatment.
The decision of when and how to treat ventricular tachycardia is primarily determined by the type and severity of concomitant heart disease. After the ventricular origin of the tachycardia is established, extensive investigation into this problem is mandatory. Long-term medical treatment in patients with ventricular tachycardia in the setting of coronary artery disease is unsatisfactory. Although drug selection with the use of programmed cardiac stimulation seems logical and promising, the long-term value of this method remains to be demonstrated. The extensive myocardial damage present in most patients with coronary artery disease and ventricular tachycardia makes it unlikely that drug therapy will be the ultimate answer. These considerations justify careful evaluation of the long-term efficacy of surgical therapy of symptomatic ventricular tachycardia, especially in patients with arrhythmia in the subacute or chronic phase of myocardial infarction.